
Read a Story: 
Explore the Math



Read a Story: Explore the Math

SANDRA BALL

startingwiththebeginning.wordpress.com

CAROLE FULLERTON

mindfull.wordpress.com



Compare Literacy and Numeracy?

How are they the same/different?



• Learning to read and learning mathematical concepts are 

similar processes.

• Learning numbers and letters are similar because they both 

use patterns to make connections and develop reasoning skills.

• Learning language is a crucial tool for developing 

understanding and to be able to communicate reasoning.

• Children learn best when they are actively involved and 

engaged in activities.

• Builds confidence in learning math

• Helps develop language skills

• Applies real-world context to math

• Decodes making sense of numbers 



• Builds confidence in learning math

• Helps develop language skills

• Applies real-world context to math

• Decodes making sense of numbers 



It’s all about making sense…

• Get them engaged!
• Get them thinking!
• Get them reasoning!



“Education is not the learning of facts 
or tools, 

but the training of the mind to think.”

Albert Einstein





Making connections between literature and 

mathematics helps the children by . . .

• promoting a safe and comfortable learning environment.

• providing a starting point to introduce a new concept.

• making connections.

• encouraging them to think and reason.

• allowing  more flexibility  in their thinking about numbers.

• extending their understanding of mathematics. 

• creating  meaningful and engaging problems.











Exploring Doubles



























































Complements to 100



Number Strings

How would you find the sum?

6+3+8+7+4 +5 =

1+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9+10+9+8+7+6+5+4+3+2+1=





What other ways do you see 12? 
Build and record the equation.



Skip Counting and Multiples

Make trains of all the same colour that are the same length as 24.













Adding Up to Find the Difference

On Monday there were 7  rabbits in the cage.
On Tuesday there were 11.
How many more rabbits were born overnight?

Use Cuisenaire rods to solve the problem.

11 + __ = 16
16 + __ = 23
23 + __ = 26
26 + __ = 34
34 + __ = 44
44 + __ = 46





Lion and Rabbit participate in a quiz show. 
Rabbit got a lot of answers right.
We can’t see the answers, but we know the answers.

The answer is 200, what could the question have been?  
How many ways can you find?

The answer is 6 rose bushes, what do you think the question 
might have been?

The answer is next week.  What could the question have been?



Beginning Division

This investigation involves the trip up the mountain.
The total trip is 24 km.
Ask:

If 4 rabbits shared the trip evenly, how many kilometres did each of them run?

If 6 rabbits, shared the trip evenly, how many kilometres did each of them run?

If 8 rabbits shared the trip evenly, how many kilometres did each of them run?

What if there were twelve rabbits?





I am thinking of 2 players.
When I add their jersey numbers I get 20 as my sum.
Which players could I be thinking of?

20 is a round number. It ends in a 0.
Which other pairs of players can you find that add to 
give you a round number? 
What is the sum each time? 
How many combinations can you find?





What might you use to measure each of these animals’ noses?
How would you measure them?







An alligator will build 22 nests and lay about 550 eggs.

About how many eggs are in a single alligator nest?



If a caribou sheds 10 sets of antlers in a lifetime,

how many antlers will these 2 caribou shed in a lifetime?









“Our students deserve not only the best books 

but also the richest mathematical experiences 

and thoughtful educators can provide both.” 

David Whitin


