
Reggio-Inspired Mathematics Inquiry 
 

“Provocations, or invitations, inspire and invite students to explore, investigate and discover. Provocations are 
intentional in their intended purpose, such as being based on students’ interest or linked to curriculum or 
assessment for learning purposes.  They present materials that are beautiful and inviting to students.  Provocations 
include options for students but also involve enabling constraints, thus opening possibilities by limiting choices.” 
 
                                                                               Janice Novakowski 

How to Start: 
 

 Read the resource from Richmond.  
o What do you wonder? 
o What is your own personal inquiry? 

 Questions that guide our inquiry include: 

 How might Reggio-inspired practices be used in the area of mathematics? 

 What does mathematical inquiry look and feel like in early primary classrooms? 

 How can we “make learning visible” for our youngest students? 
 

 

 Present children with an inquiry question, chosen by the teacher based on curricular expectations.  
o What is the Math you are hoping to have the children uncover? 
o What will I be looking for? 
o How will I know they are understanding? 

 

  A guided inquiry is modeled that will nurture students asking their own inquiry questions that they may 
investigate. For example, the teacher may pose the question “What is a pattern?” or “How many different 
ways can you represent 7?”  

o What questions will you ask to prompt discussion? 
 

 Lay out a variety of materials for students to choose from and investigate as they think about the inquiry 
question. 

o Which materials should I begin with? 
o Which materials will invite exploration? 

  

 Wondering, observing, thinking, representing, sharing and reflecting are all practices embedded in an 
inquiry approach and are foundational to Reggio-inspired practices. 

o What questions will I ask to move the thinking forward? 
o How will I enable students to share their discoveries? 
o How will I assess the learning? 
o What will the documentation look like? 

 

 Planning for the next steps. 
o What prompts might be needed to extend learning opportunities? 
o How will I change the invitation?  Materials? 

 


