
ABC/Print Awareness ~ K/1  English Language Arts 

Provocations:  What letter names do you know? What letter sounds do you know? 

Can you find...(same letter as, same sound as, same number of letters as, same word /or 

ask about differences)  

Big Idea:   

Stor ies and other texts can be shared through pictures and words 

Curricular Competencies: 

 K - Explore foundational concepts of print, oral, and visual texts  

 Gr1-Uses foundational concepts of print, oral, and visual texts  

 K/1-Use personal experience and knowledge to connect to stories and other texts to make 

meaning  

Content: (see elaborations for details) 

 K/1-concepts of print 

 K/1-letter knowledge 

 K/1-letter formation   

Learning Intentions: 

 I know the names and sounds of most of the letters 

 I can count the words in a sentence 

 I can read some words 

What to look for: (formative assessment entry points) 

 Curiosity and “ah-ha” moments around the alphabet (making connections when looking at 

alphabet books or titles on books(etc) 

 Noticing commonalities between words “there is the same letter...etc” 

Prompting Questions:  

 Find another word that has…. (same number of letters, same beginning sound, etc) 

 Ask specific questions around sounds, and names and shapes of…. 

Ideas:  

 Collection of alphabet books 

 Magnetic letters  

 White boards 

 Name cards 



Story Telling ~ K/1  English Language Arts 

Provocations:  What story can you tell? 

Big Idea:   

Everyone has a unique story to share 

Curricular Competencies: 

 K-Recognize the importance of story in personal, family, and community identity  

 K/1-Explore oral storytelling processes  

 K/1Recognize the structure and elements of story  

Content: (see elaborations for details) 

 K-Structure of story 

 1-Elements of story 

 K/1-oral language strategies 

Learning Intentions:  

 I can tell a story with my own ideas 

 I can tell a story using objects or pictures 

What to look for:  (formative assessment entry points) 

 Sense of story, (structure and elements) 

 Descriptive language that elaborates or clarify ideas 

Prompting Questions:  

 Where did you get the ideas for your story?  

 I am wondering….. (for clarification, and addition of details) 

Ideas: 

 Story telling kits 

 Puppets 

 Story mats 

 Flannel stories 



Names ~ K/1  English Language Arts 

Provocations:  What can you learn from your name? 

Big Idea:  

 Playing with language helps us discover how language works 

 Curiosity and wonder lead us to new discoveries about ourselves and the world around us 

Curricular Competencies: ( see elaborations for details) 

 K/1-uses sources of information and prior knowledge to make meaning 

 K/1-exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding 

 K-explore foundational concepts of print, oral, and visual texts 

 1-use foundational concepts of print, oral, and visual texts 

Content: (see elaborations for details) 

 Concepts of print 

 Letter knowledge 

 Phonemic and phonological awareness 

 Letter formation 

 The relationship between reading, writing, and oral language 

Learning Intentions: 

 I know the letters in my name—what they are called and the sound they make 

 I know other words that have the same beginning sound as my name 

 I know how many syllables (beats, claps, chin drops) are in my name 

What to look for: (formative assessment entry points)  

 Awareness that names are words, that can be read and written  

 Curiosity around names and connections to “explicit teaching” with them  

Prompting questions: 

 What letters are in your name? Who else has some of the same letters as you? What other 

words start with your letter? 

 How many syllables (or beats, chin drops, sways) are in your name? Who else has the 

same? etc 

Ideas: 

 Name books 

 Magnetic letters 

 Name cards with photos 



Writing ~ K/1  English Language Arts 

Provocation:  Can you write about...?  Can you make a …..? (sign for the…., list for …  

cover for…. Menu etc. etc.) 

Big Idea:   

 Playing with language helps us discover how language works. 

 Stories and other texts can be shared through pictures and words. 

Curricular Competencies: 

 K/1-use personal experience and knowledge to connect to stories and other texts to make 

meaning 

 K-recognize the structure (and elements gr1) of story 

 K-plan and create stories and other texts for different purposes an audiences 

 K/1-create stories and other texts to deepen awareness of self, family and community 

 Gr1-communicate using letters and words and applying some conventions 

Content: (see elaborations for details) 

 K-Elements of story  Gr 1-structure of story 

 K/1-Concepts of print 

 K/1-Letter formation 

 K/1-The relationship between reading, writing and oral language 

Learning Intentions: 

 I can write what I think /say 

 I can write to share a message or tell a story 

What to look for:  (formative assessment entry points)  

 Print concepts that are being used in purposeful, natural writing experiences 

 Connections to real world print and the awareness that “print is talk or thoughts written” 

Prompting questions:  

 Encourage oral sharing of the written word and then a natural conversation about the 

writing will follow 

Ideas: 

 White boards/ clip boards variety of writing tools 

 Variety of paper—colour, sizes, stapler for making books 

 “What’s Next for this Beginning Writer” resource book 



Reading ~ K/1  English Language Arts 

Provocation:  Choose something to read….. 

Big Idea:  

Curiosity and wonder lead us to new discoveries about to ourselves and the world around us. 

Language and story can be a source of creativity and joy. 

Curricular Competencies: 

 K/1-use sources of information and prior knowledge to make meaning 
 K/1-use developmentally appropriate reading, listening, and viewing strategies to make 

meaning 
 K/1-engage actively as listeners, viewers , and readers as appropriate, to develop 

understanding of self, identity, and community 
 Gr1-read fluently at grade level 

Content: (see elaborations for details) 

 K/1-reading strategies 

 K-the relationship between reading, writing, and oral language 

 K/1-phonemic and phonological awareness 

Learning Intentions:  

 I can choose a book I can read 

 I can learn new ideas from books 

 I can read from pocket charts or class books 

What to look for: (formative assessment entry points) 

 Curiosity and questioning and “ah-ha” moments when “reading books” 

 Noticing text features and connecting the “pieces that were explicitly taught” when just 
browsing books 

Prompting questions:  

 When the child is reading—depending on child, ask about strategies they have for 
figuring out new words?  Ask about what they are learning as they read? And how did 
they know that? 

Ideas: 

 Books, books, books 

 Pocket chart strips 

 Names, sight words on rings or in baskets 

 Reading fingers or wands 



Oral Language ~ K/1  English Language Arts 

Provocation:  Can you use words to solve problems and share ideas? Can you use 

different voices? (loud, soft, like a character...etc)  

Big Idea:  

 Through listening and speaking, we connect with others and share our world. 

 Playing with language helps us discover how language works. 

 Everyone has a unique story to share 

Curricular Competencies: 

 K/1-exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding 

 K-Use language to identify, create, and share ideas, feelings, opinions, and preferences 

 K/1-Explore oral storytelling processes 

Content: (see elaborations for details) 

 K/1-oral language strategies 

 K/1-phonemic and phonological awareness  

Learning Intentions: 

 I can share my feelings 

 I can use words to express my ideas 

 I can tell a story 

What to look for:  (formative assessment entry points) 

 Listening and contributions to conversations 

 Sharing feelings, thoughts and preferences  

 Use of voice to communicate messages 

Prompting questions:  

 Teacher needs to be listening with intention to nudge and prompt details, clarity and rich 

language.  Be noticing who is quiet and draw them out.  Provide lots of opportunity for 

talk….. 

Ideas: 

 Story telling kits 

 Puppets 

 Talking phones 



 

Rhyme ~ K/1  English Language Arts 

Provocation:  Can you make rhyming words?  How do you know if a word rhymes? 

Big Idea:  

 Playing with language helps us discover how language works. 

 Language and story can be a source of creativity and joy. 

Curricular Competencies: 

 K/1-Use sources of information and prior knowledge to make meaning 

 K/1-Explore foundational concepts of print, oral, and visual texts 

Content: (see elaborations for details) 

 K/1-phonemic and phonological awareness 

 K-the relationship between reading, writing, and oral language 

Learning Intentions: 

 I can make rhyming words  

 I can show or tell why a word rhymes 

What to look for:  (formative assessment entry points) 

 Ease of generating rhyme both silly and “real words” 

 Playfulness with manipulating language 

Prompting questions:  

 How can you tell if a word rhymes? 

 Can you make a word that rhymes with ______? 

Ideas: 

 Rhyming Dust Bunnies 

 Magnetic letters 

 Cards with names where first letter can be folded back or covered 

 Word family cards with first letter missing 


